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T’gana HC sets aside 
CAT order quashing 
BrahMos boss pick
J A V A R I A  R A N A  @ New Delhi

THE Telangana High Court on Tuesday set aside a Central 
Administrative Tribunal (CAT) order that had quashed 
the appointment of  DRDO scientist Jaiteerth R Joshi as 
Director General of  BrahMos Aerospace, ending the im-
mediate legal challenge to the leadership of  the Indo-Rus-
sian missile joint venture.

The high court had in January suspended the operative 
portion of  the CAT order, allowing Joshi to remain in the 
post while the challenge was heard. 

A division bench on Tuesday allowed petitions filed by 
the Union government and Joshi against 
the December order of  the CAT’s Hydera-
bad bench, which had found “manifest ar-
bitrariness” in the selection process, struck 
down his appointment, directed the author-
ities to reconsider the candidature of  sen-
ior DRDO scientist Sivasubramaniam 
Nambi Naidu and ordered an interim ar-
rangement to head BrahMos that excluded 
Joshi. Joshi was appointed Director Gen-

eral of  BrahMos Aerospace in November 2024 and took 
charge on December 1. 

Naidu, a Distinguished Scientist with the Defence Re-
search and Development Organisation (DRDO), subse-
quently challenged the appointment, arguing that he had 
been superseded despite being the senior-most eligible 
candidate. The dispute centred on the weight to be given 
to seniority and scientific grade in selecting the head of  
a strategic defence joint venture, and the extent of  discre-
tion available to the competent authority to select a can-
didate on the basis of  overall suitability. This newspaper 
had reported the CAT order against Joshi issued on  
December 29.
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`33,485 crore for NTR 
pensions in 2026-27
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayawada

THE State government has allocated `33,485.10 crore for 
payment of  NTR Bharosa pensions during the 2026-27 fi-
nancial year to social security for nearly 62 lakh benefici-
aries across the State. Minister for MSME Kondapalli 
Srinivas, said on Tuesday that pensions would continue 
to be delivered at beneficiaries’ doorsteps, ensuring unin-
terrupted support to senior citizens, widows, persons with 

disabilities, single women.
The Minister said that of  the 62 lakh 

pensioners, about 9.34 lakh beneficiaries 
covered under the National Social Assist-
ance Programme (NSAP) would receive 
the Central government’s share directly 
into their bank accounts from October 1 
under the SNA-SPARSH system. 

He clarified that the change in the payment mechanism 
would not affect the total pension amount received by ben-
eficiaries. The State government’s share would continue 
to be distributed in cash. Under the revised arrangement, 
beneficiaries aged 60 to 79 years under the Indira Gandhi 
National Old Age Pension Scheme will receive `200 from 
the Centre through bank accounts and `3,800 from the 
State in cash, taking the total pension to `4,000.

A local court has sentenced a Physical Education 
Teacher (PET) to five years of imprisonment and 
imposed a fine of `2,000 for misbehaving with  
a minor girl at a private school in Karimnagar 

PET GETS 
5-YEAR RI
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Short No�ce
For Sale of High Carbon Ferrochrome (HCFC)

30001/105/2627:  The Odisha Mining Corpora�on Ltd. intends to sell various 
grades of High Carbon Ferrochrome (HCFC) produced at Ferro chrome plant, 
OMC Ltd. situated at Jajpur Road in Jajpur District of Odisha through Na�on-
al e-auc�on. The e-auc�on will be conducted by MSTC Ltd. on dt.28.09.2026 
from 11.00 AM to 2.00 PM.

For details, please visit the website of MSTC i.e www.mstcecommerce.com.
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